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A thorough dive into any model is the surest way for you to learn about its features,  
abilities, specifications, and more. To learn more, keep reading this Buyer’s Guide to  
the Toyota Tacoma.

We’ll look at everything, from the truck’s proportions, trim levels, and capabilities  
to its safety features and in-cabin tech. Really, the only thing left to do after reading  
this comprehensive guide is to book your test drive of the Tacoma truck!

STARTING WITH PERFORMANCE
What makes the 2021 Toyota Tacoma tick is often one of the most important measures for 
potential drivers. You want strength, some customizability, and a proven track record for 
reliability. On the reliability end, Toyota has long been heralded as a leading brand. So how 
does the Tacoma stack up in other areas?

Choose Your Engine, Choose Your Performance 

The Toyota Tacoma provides you with a base motor and then two unique versions of a more 
powerful V6 powerplant. That base engine is the 2.7L 4-cylinder generating 159 horsepower 
and 180 lb-ft of torque. The Tacoma in its base trim has a relatively light 4,445-pound curb 
weight, meaning the 2.7L engine has no trouble getting up to speed. 

If you do bump up to the 3.5L V6 engine, you can expect 278 horsepower and 265 lb-ft  
of torque. A couple of beneficial traits help the V6 deliver superb performance, such  
as a direct-injection Atkinson cycle engine, Variable Valve Timing-intelligent Exhaust (VVT-i), 
and an 11.8 compression ratio. 

Transmission and Fuel Economy

For traditionalists, the Toyota Tacoma is a treat because it still comes with a 6-speed manual 
transmission. If you aren’t familiar with manuals or simply prefer the automatics, you can 
instead opt for a 6-speed Electronically Controlled automatic Transmission with intelligence 
(ECT-i). So how does the truck fare in efficiency? 

If you stick with the 4-cylinder engine and choose the accompanying automatic transmission, 
you can expect as much as 20 city MPG/23 highway MPG according to EPA estimates.1
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Traction and Other Performance Specs

Power, efficiency, and the transmission are usually the starting points when talking 
performance. With the 2021 Tacoma, though, there’s so much more to the equation. 

For instance, you can select between the rear-wheel drive setup or the 4WDemand part-time 
4WD setup. Either option features an automatic limited-slip differential to help you maintain 
traction and balance. 

GET TO WORK WITH YOUR 2021 TOYOTA TACOMA
Now that we’ve touched on the performance foundations of the Tacoma, it’s time to look at 
how that performance translates to real-world usage. Towing capacity and payload are the 
key to any successful truck, and thankfully, the Tacoma excels in each area. 

When you have the proper arrangement, which includes the V6 motor and the available 
Tow Package, you can expect to tow as much as 6,800 pounds. Similarly, the truck provides 
inspiring payload capability as the maximum number reaches 1,440 pounds!

EXPLORE NATURE WITH CONFIDENCE
Each year, it feels like the Toyota Tacoma is bringing new and more exciting features to its 
off-roading abilities. If you often find yourself daydreaming throughout the week of long 
treks into the wilderness, the Tacoma should be on your shortlist. 

One of the most standout inclusions is the Multi-Terrain Select technology, which lets you 
manually swap through five different driving modes at any time. Moving from mode to mode 
will adjust aspects of the performance, such as wheelspin, engine throttle, and traction 
control. The system is especially useful if you pair it with the Goodyear® Wrangler® tires 
featuring all-weather capability. 
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To track all your off-roading progress, you merely turn to the Multi-Information Display that you 
can customize to show your Multi-Terrain Select settings. The monitor gives you the chance to 
move through different views of your truck, such as front-, rear-, and side-camera views while 
also providing you with relevant performance information. 

The list of off-roading abilities continues with a few of the following features: 

• Hill Start Assist Control: Helps you safely and slowly navigate steep slopes

• Bilstein® shocks: Standard on the TRD Off-Road trim, these shocks are specifically 
designed to absorb bumps often found when off-roading

• Electronically locking rear differential: Distributes power evenly to rear wheels  
so you can maintain grip in low-traction areas

• Crawl control: Another technology emphasizing stability and traction in extreme  
off-roading scenarios 

Raw Off-Roading Figures

Along with helpful technologies, models like the Toyota Tacoma require a specific shape  
to survive. Toyota has taken this into account and designed the Tacoma to land on the high end 
of a few off-roading musts: 

• Approach angle of 29 degrees

• Departure angle of 23.5 degrees

• Breakover angle of 21 degrees

• Ground clearance of 9.4 inches
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TYPICAL TOYOTA SAFETY
Really, you could have experience driving any Toyota model within their vast lineup and  
you’ll know the time and effort the brand devotes to safety. In recent years, this safety 
revolves most prominently around driver-assistance technologies and other automated 
features. For the 2021 Tacoma, the long list of safety equipment can help you feel more 
confident than ever while behind the wheel. 

Toyota Safety Sense™ P is standard and includes a Pre-Collision System with Pedestrian 
Detection, Lane Departure Alert, Automatic High Beams, and Dynamic Radar Cruise Control. 
With this tech, your truck can:

• Alert you to possible front-facing collisions in advance and automatically brake  
if necessary.

• Give you a heads up if you unknowingly start to drift out of your lane on the  
highway or a one-lane road.

• Automatically accelerate and decelerate to maintain your cruising distance behind  
a vehicle in front of you. 

• Some available features can be included as well, like a rear parking assist sonar  
system or Blind Spot Monitor with Rear Cross-Traffic Alert. Also, basic safety features 
like traction control, Brake Assist, Smart Stop Technology®, and the anti-lock brake 
system are all standard!
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A WEALTH OF TECHNOLOGY AT YOUR FINGERTIPS 

If you bump all the way up to the most impressive technology lineup in the 2021 Toyota 
Tacoma, you’ll have instant connectivity to go along with a host of entertaining features.  
The connectivity comes from Apple CarPlay® and Android Auto™ integration systems.  
With these systems in use, your smartphone is linked to the touchscreen of the SUV, which 
measures 8 inches. The connection means you can pull up applications on the touchscreen that 
exist on your smartphone, such as text messaging, phone calls, navigation, and much more. 

Audiophiles will appreciate the high-end six speaker sound system that boasts a subwoofer, an 
amplifier, and was designed by JBL®. Accessing pretty much any technology within the truck is 
simple thanks to additions like the hands-free phone capability and music streaming setup. 

Finally, coupling your in-home Amazon Alexa system with your Toyota Tacoma is possible. 
Just use the Toyota + Alexa application to make that exciting pairing a reality!

SNAZZY BED FEATURES

While the Toyota Tacoma has shown its bed to be rugged and strong, it also provides an 
intriguing amount of everyday practicality. Toyota has been working tirelessly to ensure 
folks have exactly what they need for the bed of this mid-size truck. 

The smart storage system is useful for example, giving you access to a host of hidden and 
lockable storage areas. The deck rail system is another bonus. It includes four heavy-duty 
adjustable tie-down cleats. 

If you’re far from civilization but still require a source of electricity, the truck comes  
with an available 120V/400W outlet fitted right into the ultra-durable, fiber-reinforced, 
sheet-molded, composite surface of the bed!

CHOOSING YOUR 2021 TOYOTA TACOMA TRIM 

Many quickly fall in love with the Toyota Tacoma, which means the rest of the car-shopping 
process is about determining which Tacoma trim is right for you. Toyota does a great job  
of ensuring each trim has a unique personality that will mesh with a unique lifestyle. 
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180.  EPA-estimated 20 city/23 hwy/21 combined mpg for 2021 Tacoma SR 4x2 4-Cyl. AT and SR5 4x2 4-Cyl. AT; 19 city/22 hwy/20 combined mpg for 2021 Tacoma SR 4x4 
4-Cyl. AT and SR5 4x4 4-Cyl. AT; 19 city/24 hwy/21 combined mpg for 2021 Tacoma SR 4x2 V6 AT, SR5 4x2 V6 AT, TRD Sport 4x2 V6 AT, TRD Off-Road 4x2 V6 AT and 
Limited 4x2 V6 AT; 18 city/22 hwy/20 combined mpg for 2021 Tacoma SR 4x4 V6 AT, SR5 4x4 V6 AT, TRD Sport 4x4 V6 AT, TRD Off-Road 4x4 V6 AT, Limited 4x4 V6 AT and 
TRD Pro 4x4 V6 AT; 17 city/21 hwy/18 combined mpg for 2021 Tacoma TRD Sport 4x4 V6 MT; and 17 city/20 hwy/18 combined mpg for 2021 Tacoma TRD Off-Road 4x4 V6 
MT and TRD Pro 4x4 V6 MT. Use for comparison purposes only. Your mileage will vary for many reasons, including your vehicle’s condition and how/where you drive.  
See fueleconomy.gov.

It all begins with the SR, a trim featuring projector-beam headlamps, a deck rail system, and 
more worthwhile additions. From there, the SR5 ramps up the in-cabin comfortability with 
inclusions such as a 4-way power-adjustable driver’s seat or an available 10-way  
power-adjustable seat.

The third trim is the TRD Sport, an athletic marvel that looks good rolling on its 17-inch 
machined alloy wheels. 

The finishing trio features a pair of off-roading extremes and one trim that is virtually  
a luxury truck. First is the TRD Off-Road, sporting the Multi-Terrain Select System with  
Crawl Control followed by the Limited trim. With the Limited, you can expect a stunning 
Panoramic View Monitor with a camera fitted neatly into the cabin. 

Lastly, there’s the fully loaded TRD Pro, which boasts these impressive additions: 

• Heritage-inspired “TOYOTA” front grille with camera

• 16-inch TRD Pro black alloy wheels

• TRD Pro front skid plate

CAN’T GO WRONG WITH THE 2021 TOYOTA TACOMA

The more deeply you peer into the features and specifications of the Toyota Tacoma, the 
more impressive the truck becomes. It can do everything from tow, haul, and travel off-road 
to keep you comfortable and entertained in traffic. 

Contact your local Toyota dealer for a test drive of your favorite trim levels!


